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Background
PAFO was created in October 2010 by its constituent assembly under the sponsorship 
of the African Union. This constitutive assembly was the culmination of a process 
begun several years ago in collaboration with the five regional networks of farmers› 
organizations in Eastern Africa (EAFF), Central Africa (PROPAC), Western Africa 
(ROPPA), Southern Africa (SACAU) and Northern Africa (UMNAGRI).

PAFO is registered in Rwanda as an international non-governmental organization 
and is certified by the Rwanda Governance Board to operate legally and establish 
its headquarters in Rwanda under number 001/RGB/19. PAFO is recognized as the 
representative body of African farmers’ organizations at the highest continental level. 
It brings the voice of dozens of millions African farmers integrated into nearly 70 
national organizations, unions, federations, cooperatives, associations, etc., present 
in almost 50 African countries, and united in five regional networks operating at the 
heart of African agriculture.

A vibrant African agriculture, prosperous and sustainable ensuring food security 
and sovereignty, including the socio-economic and cultural development.

  Promote solidarity and partnership between organizations of African farmers and 
producers.

PROPAC

ROPPA

SACAU

EAFFF

UMNAGRI

Eastern African Farmers Federation (EAFF)

Prateforme Regional des Organisations 
Paysannes d’Afrique Centrale (PROPAC)

Reseau des organisations paysannes et de 
producteurs de l’Afrique de l’Ouest (ROPPA)

Southern Africa Confederation of Agricultural 
Unions (SACAU)

Union maghrebine et Nord-Africaine des 
Agriculteurs (UMNAGRI)

PAFO VISION

PAFO OBJECTIVE 
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 Ensure the economic and social empowerment of farmers through the 
representation and defense of their interests on a continental and international 
scale.

  Promote solidarity and partnership between organizations of African farmers and 
producers.

 Participate in capacity building of farmers’ organizations in Africa, through 
fundraising, institutional development, information and communication, exchange 
of experiences and dissemination of good agricultural practices.

 Strengthen partnerships  and alliances with relevant partners to support 
agricultural sectors and rural development.
     Promote and strengthen the participation of African women, youth and minority 
groups in agriculture. 

The international summit of young farmers started in 2014 in Bordeaux, France, 
during the International Year of Family Farming. The French young farmers 
syndicate, “Jeunes Agriculteurs (JA)” and a French Agri-agency, Afdi, initiated and 
were responsible for this event to allow young farmers from all over the world to 
meet and create alliances and partnership at an international level.
In 2019, the summit took place for the second time in France, in Paris. Once again 
it was organized by JA and Afdi. At the end of this last summit, a manifesto with 
issues and challenges shared by young farmers from every continent was presented. 
Among others, the manifesto declared the following:

  The need to establish mechanisms of supporting young farmers was identified as 
critical so as to recognize farming as a profession like any other and also enable and 
facilitate representation of young farmers in negotiation spaces. Additionally, young 
farmers need to be supported for them to access factors of production such as land 
and capital (finance).

  Strategy to face climate change and risk management policies should be set up;
 The organization/governance of agricultural value chains need to be improved, 

by strengthening farmers’ organizations and the position of young farmers inside 
these, regulation mechanisms for markets and a framework for healthy/fair trade 
relations and practices.

Together, young farmers from all over the world were aware of the necessity of 
dialogue between themselves and proposed to,

 Create an international young farmers’ network, with platform for daily and 
continuous exchanges;

 Establish a World Young Farmers’ Day and;

Rationale
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It was decided that PAFO (Pan-African Farmers Organization) would organize the 
3rd summit, in Africa.

 Regularly hold the international summit of young farmers.

Goals and objectives of the summits

Main Objective

The main objective is to promote, strengthen and spread the voice of young farmers 
in the international arena. 
In this regard, the event will have 3 parts: first, an African young farmer’s forum, 
then a young African and European farmer’s meeting about partnership between 
Africa and EU and finally, the international summit that will include African, Asian, 
American and European young farmers.

Specific objectives

Each step of the event has its own specific objectives. They are:

 To share specific issues affecting African young farmers in order to strengthen 
consolidate their demands, actions and organizations;

 To consolidate a position from African and European young farmers for the 
Africa-Europe partnership;
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  To consolidate international networks of young farmers.

Expected outcomes 

The expected outcomes are, as the specific objectives, dedicated to each part of the 
event. 

For the African young farmers’ forum:
 

 African young farmers’ collective exchanges to improve their organizations’ 
capacities and their collaborative mechanisms.

  Develop actions to be implemented by PAFO and its members in favor of young 
farmers;

  African young farmers discuss on the formation of the young pan African farmers’ 
platform of PAFO. 

  Knowledge management event to exchange best practices among the youth.

For the African and European young farmers meeting:

 Collective knowledge about Africa-Europe partnership issues;
 Shared requests/demands from African and European young farmers for the 

partnership between Africa and Europe.
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For the international young farmer summit:

 An international manifesto of young farmers for family farming;
 A strong international network of young farmers;
 Plan a research for funding and supports for an international young farmers’ fund.

 

Expected participants

For the African young farmers’ forum: 30 young African farmers ( 6 delegates 
selected by each of the 5 regional networks members of PAFO on equal basis ,male 
and female);
For the meeting of African and European young farmers: 30 African young farmers 
and 20 delegates from the European young farmers’ organization.
For the international summit: 30 African young farmers, 20 European young Farmers 
and 10 delegates representative of young farmers from other continents 

Furthermore, the event is expected to be attended by members of the PAFO Board 
partners and other stakeholder, for a total of about 100 participants. 
 

Global agenda
The 3 events will take place during a week, from Monday to Saturday, in Kigali, 
Rwanda.

�e expected period of the event would be in last week of 24th -29th October 2022.

Monday Tuesday Wednesday �ursday Friday Saturday

African 
young 
farmers 
forum:

African 
young 
farmers 
forum:

European and 
African young 
farmers’ debate:
part 1

International 
summit 
of young 
farmers

Visits of 
farms in 
Rwanda

International 
summit of 
young farmers

part 1 part 2

Arrival of 
European 
young 
farmers

Arrival of Asian 
and American 
young farmers

End and 
return at 
home
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Thematic
3 thematics will guide the different summits, according to the last manifesto: 
   Support measures and policies for young farmers: land tenure security; access to 
factors of production including land and funding for young farmers; recognition 
of the farming profession; facilitate representation of young farmers in negotiation 
spaces;

  Resilience of young farmers to different crisis: climate change, health crisis, 
increasing insecurity, including risk management;

  Place/position of young farmers in value chains, including farmers incomes and 
commercial relations.

Transversally innovations and particularly the use of new technologies and 
digitalization will be promoted in each subject.
At the end, during the international summit of young farmers, a workshop will be 
dedicated to the operation of the international network of young farmers.
Each exchange will contribute to improve the following sequence. The subjects of 
each event will be refined, according to the orientations of the steering committee 
and the consultation of young farmers› organizations.

Logistics
The English-French interpretation is available
For online participation: Register in advance for this meeting:
You are invited to a Zoom meeting. 
When: Oct 24, 2022 09:00 AM Johannesburg (GMT+2) 
Register in advance for this meeting:

https://bit.ly/3qxZrAl

After registering, you will receive a confirmation email containing information 
about joining the meeting.

Contacts 

All the PAFO staffs are involved in the organization and implementation of the 
PAFO events. They are supported and assisted by: 

  Zuberi Bihangamanywa, the CEO assistant: info@pafo-africa.org

  Schadrack Seneza, the PAFO program assistant: assistant@pafo-africa.org

For any additional information and/or request, they will direct you to the right staff 
for a due diligence response.
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INFORMATION NOTE 
We welcome you in Kigali, Rwanda to participate in the PAFO International Young Farmers 
Summit, from 24-29 October 2022. 
We are pleased to provide you with the below information
Please read it carefully before your trip: 
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Safe travel and Welcome to PAFO!
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 (+250) 733202069 / 733202070

info@pafo-africa.org

Bibare, Street KG125, House No. 13, Kimironko
Kigali - Rwanda
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